
1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

$0

$2,500

$5,000

$7,500

$10,000

$12,500

. . . but the long-term 
trend, as shown by the 
regression line, shows an 
increase in state funding 
of $63 per student per 
year.

. . . but the long-term 
trend, as shown by the 
regression line, shows an 
increase in state funding 
of $63 per student per 
year.

State funding per 
student moves up and 
down with the business 
cycle . . .

State funding per 
student moves up and 
down with the business 
cycle . . .

Figure 1

State disinvestment in higher education is a myth—the long-term trend reveals
rising funding
Higher education state funding per student, 2025 dollars

Source: “State Higher Education Finance FY 2025,” State Higher Education Executive Officers
Association, 2026.
Note: Shaded range represents a 95 percent confidence interval.


